


We are a small, specialist 
awarding body. We pride 
ourselves on our knowledge  
of the sectors we work in,  
and the quality and integrity  
of the qualifications we 
award. The UK has world-
class creative industries and 
we are here to support them.
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UAL Awarding  
Body is approved 
by Ofqual, the 
independent body 
that regulates 
qualifications in 
England. 

All our qualifications are  
accredited to the Qualifications  
& Credit Framework and are  
eligible for funding by the  
Education Funding Agency (EFA) 
and Skills Funding Agency (SFA).



 

 

We were set up to provide a 
link between UAL and schools 
and colleges across England. 
As we’ve developed we’ve 
started to see ourselves as the 
facilitator of a network or of 
institutions offering high quality 
art and design provision. 

We provide a structure—our 
qualifications and assessments 
—through which our partners can 
deliver an exciting and challenging 
experience for students.

Our mission is to 
positively influence  

the quality of  
pre-university education 

in the arts and design

 



We’re proud to 
approach things 
differently…

We only work in 
the arts and 
design. We don’t 
do anything else

We work in 
collaboration 
with our schools, 
colleges, 
universities 
and employers

We think of 
ourselves as a 
community or 
network of 
professionals

We think great 
customer service 
is a minimum 
requirement

We’ll do 
everything we 
can to act as 
advocates 
for education 
in the arts



 

 

We are selective about who 
we work with. We want to 
work with institutions who 
are innovative, creative and 
committed to arts education.

Our partners form 
a network that shares 
expertise, ideas and 
good practice.

Arts University College 
at Bournemouth
Bacon’s College
Barton Peveril College
Bedford College
Birmingham 
Metropolitan College
Blackburn College
Camberwell, 
Chelsea, Wimbledon 
(Progression Centre)
Cambridge School 
of Visual and 
Performing Arts
Carlisle College
Carmel College
Central St Martins 
College of Art & Design

Chelsea College 
of Art and Design
Chichester College
City and Guilds of 
London Art School

City Lit
City of Bath College
Colchester Institute 
College
Derby College
Doncaster College
Ealing, Hammersmith 
and West London 
College
Exeter College
Hereford College 
of Arts
Kensington and 
Chelsea College

Leeds College 
of Art
Leyton Sixth Form 
College
Lincoln College
Liverpool Community 
College
London College of 
Communication

Morley College
New College 
Nottingham
Newcastle College
NewVIc — Newham 
Sixth Form College
Northbrook College
The Oldham College
Plymouth College of Art
QKL

Ravensbourne 
College of 
Design and 
Communication
Richmond Upon 
Thames College
Saint Francis Xavier 
Sixth Form College
Shrewsbury College of 
Arts and Technology

South Essex 
College
South Gloucestershire 
and Stroud College

Somerset College of 
Arts and Technology
Stockport College
Stourbridge College
Suffolk New College
Sussex Downs College
Sutton College of 
Learning for Adults
The Deanes School
The Oldham College
University College 
Falmouth
University for the 
Creative Arts

Warwickshire 
College
West London College
West Suffolk College
Weston College

Winstanley College
Wirral Metropolitan 
College



  

 

 
Level 2 and 3 

Creative Media 
Diplomas 

Level 3 and 4  
Foundation 

Diploma in Art  
& Design

find out more >

Level 3 Diploma 
and Extended 

Diploma in 
Performing and 
Production Arts

 
Fashion  
Retail 

Short courses  
in Drawing,  
Animation, 

Photography and 
Printmaking

find out more about…
Drawing > 

Animation > 
Photography > 
Printmaking >

Level 3  
Diploma  

and Extended 
Diploma in Art & 

Design
find out more >

Level 2  
Diploma in 
Performing  

and Production 
Arts

Film Suite
find out more about…

Stagehands >
Clapper loaders  

and Focus pullers >
Grips and Cranes >

Set Crafts >
Lighting Technicians >

Level 2  
Award and 

Diploma in Art  
& Design

find out more >



 

 

A-levels in Art & Design

 

    UAL keen to influence the  
 redevelopment of A-levels  
 in Art & Design

 

    No independent evidence  
 base capturing the views  
 of users of A-levels in  
 Art & Design

 

    UAL commissioned   
 research company  
 CFE  to carry out    
 research  exploring the   
 ‘effectiveness of current  
 A-levels in Art & Design’

 



 

  

  

  

 

  Research kicked-off in September 2012 and   
 the fi nal report was published at a launch   
 event at CSM in April 2013

  Research was conducted via a mixed    
 methodology approach

  Desk research and analysis, scoping    
 interviews, online survey, follow-up depth   
 interviews

  248 responses



  

  

  

  Desk research and analysis of the     
 specifi cations offered by AQA, Pearson,    
 WJEC and OCR

  Scoping  and depth interviews with     
 representatives from Ofsted, the Design   
 Council, the Arts Council, the CLA, and staff  
 from schools and universities

  Online survey emailed to every school 
 and FE college in England, plus a range 
 of universities



Key fi ndings

A-levels are not preparing young people well 
enough for HE or the wider world

Administration and assessment is a problem

There’s a desire for universities (and UAL) to be 
involved

















 

 

What next?

 

    Research published and  
 sent to Ofqual and    
 awarding bodies

 

    UAL exploring the    
 possibility of its own A-level  
 in Art & Design

 

    Also exploring other   
 activities to support the  
 delivery of A-levels eg CPD

    Alternative provision at   
 Level 3…

 



 

  

  

  

 Alternative provision at Level 3

  UAL Diplomas and Extended Diplomas in Art  
 & Design

  Launched in September 2013

  Offer an alternative to BTEC Diplomas and   
 Extended Diplomas

  Developed over 2 years in collaboration with  
 FE and universities



  

  

  

Consultation suggested that 
existing qualifi cations:

- Are overassessed – too many learning 
outcomes and assessment criteria

- Are inappropriately assessed

- Don’t provide suffi cient opportunities for risk-
taking and propagate grade-chasing

- Are too prescriptive in terms of their content



  

  

  

UAL Level 3 Diploma in Art & Design
- 9 units, 570 GLH

- Context free so can be contextualised according to 
Centre’s staff and resources

- Assessed via fi nal major project, which is internally 
assessed and externally moderated

- All other units internally assessed

- Overall qualifi cation grade of P, M or D

- UCAS points at 100, 160 and 210



Key features

- Based on FAD and GAD model

- Assessment via a fi nal major project

- Fewer units, fewer learning outcomes and fewer 
assessment criteria

- Graded P, M or D only

- Context free so can be delivered as a broad art 
and design experience, or in a specialist context

- Final unit the same as the FAD fi nal unit



  

  

  

UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Art & Design
- 13 units, 1110 GLH

- Context free so can be contextualised according to 
Centre’s staff and resources

- Assessed via fi nal major project, which is internally 
assessed and externally moderated and is the same 
as the fi nal unit of the FAD

- All other units internally assessed

- Overall qualifi cation grade of P, M or D

- UCAS points at 180, 280 and 420



 

27 institutions last year. A further 15 from this September.

Who is delivering these 
qualifi cations?

Arts University Bournemouth, Birmingham Met College, 
Blackburn College, Blackpool & Fylde College, 
Canterbury College, Carlisle College, Carmel College, 
Central Beds College, City College Brighton & Hove, 
City College Norwich, Colchester Institute, Doncaster College, 
East Surrey College, Exeter College, Haringey 6th Form 
College, Leeds College of Art, Leyton 6th Form College, 
Longley Park, New College Nottingham, Oldham College, 
Plymouth College of Art, Ravensbourne, South Gloucestershire 
and Stroud College, Shrewsbury College, South Essex College, 
Stanmore College, Saint Francis Xavier College, 
Stockport College, Suffolk New College, University for the 
Creative Arts, Warwickshire College, Westminster Kingsway 
College, Weston College, Winstanley College and  
Wirral Metropolitan College



 

  

  

  

‘…it wasn’t possible to allow a student 
to develop a good idea that fell outside 
of the restrictive unit assessment 
criteria. The UAL units have meant we 
can broaden the curriculum and 
assess against a much wider range of 
evidence. It’s given us much more 
scope to develop the curriculum to 
embrace new technology and the 
workplace of today.’ 



 

Q:  Has the course enabled teachers to spend more time  
  on delivery and less on assessment?

A:   Yes, there is more delivery time and assessment is  
  more constructive.’ 



 

  

  

  

‘The new programme allows the fl exibility to 
identify a problem and change the teaching to 
respond to it - more freedom. Experience is far 
richer…’

‘The course has enabled us to restructure the 
programme and break away form pre-
conceived ideas and towards creative thinking 
– it’s very liberating for us and it’s enjoyable 
again…the programme has enabled students 
who have struggled on previous courses to 
fi nd their voice’.



A view from one 
of our Centres...



Any questions?


